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COVID-19 VACCINATION POLICY -UPDATED

Purpose: 
This policy's objective is to identify the requirements of Covid infection prevention and control, and the development of safe practices and procedures based on the identified level of  risk management.
It is designed to support any advice or directions from NZ government health authorities. 
Therefore, no part of this policy either stated or implied, is designed to compromise any public health advice or directions that may be issued from time to time, and which may require additional controls to be implemented. 
Every fencer or person attending a competition or event, is obligated to seek and know the relevant rules of the alert level framework and this policy.
This is a summery and does not replace the full alert level framework policy which is available here: https://covid19.govt.nz/traffic-lights
The policy is also designed to be consistent with Fencing New Zealand's health and safety framework. 

Recommendation
To help ensure that the organisation meets its health and safety obligations to minimise the risks to fencers and volunteers, particularly those in relation to the risk of exposure to vaccine preventable diseases,  in order to attend  Events and Tournaments it is recommended that all fencers and volunteers or personnel seek to undertake the appropriate immunisation program .
According to health authorities, immunisation is one of the safest ways to protect people against harmful infections before they come into contact with them by using the body’s natural defences to build resistance to specific infections. 
FeNZ encourages everyone in our community to seek their own medical advice as to the risks involved with immunisation.

VACCINE REQUIRED EVENTS
Under the latest Government Requirements, at ORANGE, there is no longer any requirement for attendees to be vaccinated to attend Events.

Standard Operating Procedures at Tournaments and Events
While the host region of any event is in Orange, FeNZ will implement the following COVID-19 safety plan. This includes and requires the following
•   Fencers, coaches, officials, and spectators who are sick or have any COVID-19 symptoms to withdraw from the competition and stay away from the venue. 

· Anyone who is a Household Contact of a person with Covid must also NOT attend any Event or Tournament

· The DT or organiser has the right to refuse entry to a competitor, coach, official or spectator who is showing signs of being unwell. This will be determined by the designated first aider who will administer a temperature check. If the result comes back over 38C+ they shall be removed from the competition. 

· All attendees are encouraged to maintain social distancing according to the government guidelines

· All attendees are encouraged to wear face masks when indoors and not fencing

• 	There is to be no sharing of fencing equipment or water bottles. 

· Hand sanitiser will be widely available, and its use encouraged. 

In competitions,
· The change to rule t.122 will apply. Fencers will not shake hands of their opponent or the referee on the piste but will salute instead. 
• 	There is to be no hugging or kissing at the conclusion of bouts. 
·  Spare weapons/ body wires need to be kept either in a piste bag or neatly at the end of the     
 piste.   They need to be removed by the fencer at the end of each bout. 
• 	QR codes will be posted around the venue that will link fencers to the live competition results. Results will not be posted in one location within the venue, as we wish to minimise large congregation of fencers/ coaches and spectators. 






Procedures at Tournaments and Events UNDER ORANGE
Details of the Government Policies under ORANGE can be found at: https://covid19.govt.nz/traffic-lights/life-at-orange/
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