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Fencing New Zealand Children & Young People Safeguarding Policy 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk141732973]Statement of intent

1.1 Children and young people have the right to thrive in a safe and supportive environment through active recreation and sport. FeNZ seeks to provide a safe, fair and inclusive environment for everyone involved in our organisation and in our sport. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Sport New Zealand, 2020. ] 


1.2 Play, active recreation, and sport offer fun, pride, and a great sense of accomplishment. The benefits of physical activity and play include self-esteem, resilience, routine, teamwork, and a sense of belonging for many children and young people. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Sport New Zealand, 2020. ] 


1.3 However, the wellbeing of children, younG people and adults in play, active recreation and sport also requires ensuring their safety and welfare.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Sport New Zealand, 2020. ] 


1.4 FeNZ is committed to the safety, wellbeing, and empowerment of all children and young people including those from culturally diverse backgrounds and children or young people with a disability.

1.5 FeNZ will act immediately to ensure an environment where children and young people feel safe, respected, valued and empowered at all times, and are protected from harassment and abuse whilst participating in fencing.




2. Purpose

2.1 This policy informs all Participants in the sport of fencing regarding expectations to support FeNZ’s commitment to minimising bullying, discrimination, harassment and/or abuse. 

3. [bookmark: _Hlk141737830]Application

3.1 This policy applies to all Participants who in taking part in FeNZ activities interact with:

a) Children - a person under 14 years of age; and

b) Young people – persons who are over the age of 14 but under the age of 18. 

3.2 It also applies to FeNZ members who in taking part in any FeNZ activity interact with children, who may not be directly taking part in FeNZ activities, but who may have contact with a child such as a spectator or sibling of a fencer. 

3.3 FeNZ has, and expects all Regions, Clubs, Members and affiliate Members to have, a zero-tolerance approach to any form of abuse or harassment towards children. 

3.4 [bookmark: _Hlk141736506]FeNZ also expects all FeNZ members to avoid any form of abuse or harassment, and to look out for and report any signs of abuse or harassment of children or young people.  

3.5 The FeNZ Codes of Conduct (https://www.fencing.org.nz/resources/documents/policies/81-fenz-code-of-conduct-and-national-representation-guidelines-2019-09-23/file and https://www.fencing.org.nz/resources/documents/coaches-corner/181-nz-coaches-code-of-conduct-190923-1/file) are to be read in conjunction with this policy and set the standards of conduct and behaviour expected of FeNZ members including coaches. 

4. [bookmark: _Hlk142396409]Definitions 

4.1 The FeNZ Board has adopted the definitions of harassment and abuse as set out in the IOC Consensus Statement 2016 (www.olympic.org/athlete365/library/safe-sport/) and the FIE Safeguarding Policy:

a) Psychological abuse – means any unwelcome act including confinement, isolation, verbal assault, humiliation, intimidation, infantilization, or any other treatment which may diminish the sense of identity, dignity, and self-worth.  

b) Physical abuse – means any deliberate and unwelcome act – such as for example punching, beating, kicking, biting and burning – that causes physical trauma or injury. Such act can also consist of forced or inappropriate physical activity (e.g., age-, or physique-inappropriate training loads; when injured or in pain), forced alcohol consumption, or forced doping practices. 

c) Sexual harassment – any unwanted and unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature, whether verbal, non-verbal or physical including unwanted and inappropriate touching. Sexual harassment can take the form of sexual abuse. It can include a serious one-off incident or less serious behaviour that is repeated.

d) Sexual abuse – any conduct of a sexual nature, whether non-contact, contact or penetrative, where consent is coerced/manipulated or is not or cannot be given. 

e) Neglect – within the meaning of this document means the failure of a coach or another person with a duty of care towards the athlete to provide a minimum level of care to the athlete, which is causing harm, allowing harm to be caused, or creating an imminent danger of harm. 

5. [bookmark: _Hlk141740043]Non-compliance

5.1 Any act or omission that would be contrary to or a breach of this policy may be reported in accordance with the Complaints Bylaw and result in disciplinary action being taken. 

6. Other guidance 
FIE Safeguarding policy/ Safeguarding/Bullying/Harassment policies /Codes of Conduct 
https://static.fie.org/uploads/20/102345-FIE%20safeguarding%20policy.pdf
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